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Minister’s Letter, February 2022 
 

Dear Friends,    
 
The news is out, and my hope is that you have heard it before 
reading these lines here. If not, a deep breath might be in order. I 
know I have taken one. I write in a shaken state, fear and 
trembling meets grace and gratitude, arising from a call to fulfil 
the ministry of Mission Partner Jerusalem, having been offered 
the post in mid-January, subject to the usual considerations: 
receipt of satisfactory references, updated PVG membership and 
a successful medical exam. I am excited by the challenge, and 
grateful for the opportunity. I write as well in a state of concern 
for the congregation with whom I have shared life and work these 
past few years, and that has been so good to me and my family 
here in Glasgow.  
 
To begin at the beginning, I have felt called to the ministry of the 
Church in Israel and Palestine since my first visit in October 2007 
with the Middle East Committee of the Overseas Council, which 
gave me an introduction to our churches, institutions and some of 
our partners in the Land of the Holy One. We had arrived on my 
birthday, my forty-ninth. Through the night, as we flew, I had 
made list of seven things I wished to accomplish before I turned 
fifty, this in the spirit of a jubilee year, a year of liberation and 
renewal (forty-nine as marking seven sevens, a sabbath of 
sabbath years, as Leviticus 25 has it). I had never been to Israel or 
Palestine before; it concentrated the mind. I made four 
subsequent visits, related to the work of the committee and the 
twinning of St Michael’s Linlithgow with Holy Family Episcopal, in 
Reineh, Galilee. Each time the post of minister of St Andrew’s 
Scots Memorial Church, Jerusalem has come vacant I have felt the 
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same pull and taken a close look with Sarah at how we were 
placed as a family, and did not see my way clear to apply. It was 
the same again last year when Faith Impact advertised the post. It 
was not until I learned that the post had been re-advertised that 
it hit me with more force, and Sarah and I began to talk in 
earnest.    
 
Following a series of consultative conversations, and long careful 
talks with Sarah regarding our children’s education and well-
being, and what her own experience, role and employment might 
be, I went ahead with an application, that we might explore 
together my sense of calling to such a ministry at this time. Or 
any. 
 
The next step is for us to make a family visit to Jerusalem and 
Jaffa, Tel Aviv, where we expect to be living, all being well. The 
timing is Covid-sensitive, of course, but we hope to manage it 
mid-February as things stand.  
 
As I prepared to break the news to the congregation last Sunday, I 
found a point of entry in the fact that the materials for the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity this year (18–25 January) had been 
prepared by the churches of the Middle East. They draw our focus 
to the experience of the Magi, under the heading, ‘We saw his 
star in the east.’  
 
The star followed by the three wise men of gospel tradition – 
Magi, star masters from the east – has been viewed variously as 
naming a supernova, a comet, or a planetary conjunction. In a 
more narrative sense, the star ties the birth of Jesus to Jewish 
traditions regarding the birth of a Messiah. The Magi serve as 
witnesses to the royal identity of the child – their gifts are fit for a 



4 

king – and their worship of him bears witness to his divinity. Their 
faces reflect the light of the Christ child, the light the darkness 
cannot overcome. 
  
Again, the Magi, having come from the East, with different 
religions and with different ethnicities, are taken as a symbol of 
the world’s diversity as they come to pay homage to the Christ 
child. That his star was seen already in the East, stretches the 
story’s canvas to cover the known world. The coming of the Magi 
inspires the hope that the people of the world might find their 
unity in God and in the Messiah God has sent.  
 
And yet, such unity seems an elusive and rare thing in our 
experience in this world. Something the churches of the Middle 
East know well, whose story, not unlike the story of the world 
Church, has been one of compassion and conflict. As it was with 
Jesus in the gospels, so it has been with his Church through the 
centuries. A walking of the way of the cross in the hope of 
resurrection. 
 
Our brothers and sisters in the Middle East have for centuries 
prayed for unity and healing, and sustained their witness to the 
compassion and justice of God in Jesus Christ. It is a yearning and 
a commitment we can hear in the prayers and see in the work of 
our partner churches in Israel and Palestine. In this regard, the 
words of a blessing I learned from the Reverend Samuel Barhoum, 
then Rector of Holy Family Episcopal Church, now Head of Christ 
School in Nazareth, come to mind. Trinitarian in form, it gives 
voice to a deep cry from the heart which I leave with you:  
 

May the blessing of the God of peace and justice 
be with us 
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May the blessing of the Son who weeps the tears of the world’s 

suffering be with us 
 

And may the blessing of the Spirit who inspires us in reconciliation 
and hope be with us 

 
now and forever 

Amen. 
Your friend, 

Stewart 
 

************************** 
After Stewart’s announcement of his accepting the call to serve in 

Israel/Palestine, the Session Clerk, Bob Bradnock, spoke to the 
Congregation: 

 
When Stewart broke the news to Session this week of his call to 
the post of Mission Partner in the Middle East there were two or 

three very striking and strong reactions. The first was the 
enormous sense of gratitude, expressed by many in Session, for 
the work that Stewart has done among us in the course of his 

ministry. 
 

Ministry is not judged just by length, but by quality of service, and 
I know that we are extremely grateful to him for all he has done, 

to keep our worship alive in one of the most difficult periods of our 
lives, both personally, and as a church community, to help us look 

forwards, and to move forwards in faith, which of course is the 
challenge that continues to face us now. 
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The second thing that struck me particularly forcefully was the 
great sense of support for Stewart in taking this role. It was 

universally recognised just how important it was. There can surely 
be few more difficult places in the world to live and work and to 
serve with a Christian message of peace, of hope, of living and 
working together, and how crucial it is that the church be led in 

those positive directions, and Session expressed its great 
confidence in Stewart. that we are with you. 

 
We also wanted to say how much we support both you and all the 

family, Sarah, Imogen and Alexander, as you prepare for the 
move. We realise that this will bring enormous stresses and 

difficulties, but we also recognise that it opens new horizons. We 
hope that you are all able to go forward, with what support we 

can give, to meet those new horizons as they arise, in the 
knowledge and faith which we all share. Thank you, Stewart, for 

all you have done. 
 
 

****************************** 
 
 

ARRANGING YOUR FLOWERS IN 
FEBRUARY 

 
Liz Macdonald 

Maureen McWilliam 
Marion Dowling 

 
Where flowers bloom, so does hope - 

Lady Bird Johnson 
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PARISH RECORDS 
 

Funeral and Memorial Services 
“Nothing can separate us from the love of God” 

 

July 2021, Bob Stewart, of Ascot Avenue 
 

August 2021, Margaret Lewis, of Turnberry Road 
 

September 2021, Irene Whiteford, of Leicester Ave 
Freda Gardner, of Southampton Drive 

Oonagh Steele, of Weymouth Drive 
 

October 2021, David Morison, of Ledi Drive 
 

December 2021, Janet Stirk, of Baronald Drive 
 

January 2022, Very Rev Dr John McIndoe 
 

Baptisms 
“Go into all the world and make disciples, baptising them in 

my name”  
May 2021, Jack Alexander infant son of Christopher and 

Rachel MacLeod 
 

By certificate of transfer  
Janette Logan, Dudley Drive 
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NEWS REPORTS 
 

Charitable Donations 
Each year, over the Christmas period, our congregation 
raises money for the Lodging House Mission.  This year, 
during severe restrictions, we raised £485, but many of our 
members added to this sum by giving directly to LHM as the 
Christmas Eve services were cancelled and they were 
unable to pop their donation in the stocking or put their 
donation into the plate. 
We were also able to donate an extra £2,000 to the 
Foodbank in December over and above the £250 per month 
we normally give, to help those families in real need over 
the Christmas period. 
Our retiring collection at the Remembrance Service 
raised £350 for Erskine House Glasgow. 

 
 

Live-streaming  
Live-streaming will continue as long as 
there is a reasonable demand for it.  Once 
all restrictions have been lifted, the 
Church returns to a pre-pandemic 

"normal" and the congregation all feel it is safe to return, 
we will review whether this should be continued.  If we 
choose to do that, we will need to look at training a backup 
operator to cover for holidays etc. 
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HAVE YOU HEARD? 
  

Our church wishes to maintain safe spacing for those who 
need to be fully socially distanced. With this in mind, the 
seats on the Pulpit side of the church, that are designated 
for seating, have been marked by purple ribbons. Please 
do not occupy seats without a ribbon. 
  
On the prayer desk side of the church, we are counting to 
keep alternate rows empty, as indicated on the ends of 
the rows. 

 
# 
 

Posters providing Food Allergy 
Information for all Organisations and 
Groups are now on display in the 
kitchen. A stand-up card with allergy 
information is also available and is 
kept on top of the fridge   
If your organisation is at any time 
serving food, we ask that this 
information is clearly visible to 
anyone consuming food on our 
premises.  
Any questions can be directed to 
Fiona Robinson or any of the 
leadership team.  

 
# 
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A Tribute to Freda Gardner 

My Tribute to Freda is a patchwork of memories of my time spent 
with her over the years. 

I first met Freda about 25 years ago when I accepted the invite to 
become a Sunday School Teacher alongside her and Roddy Watt 
with the Senior group of children.  Several of the front rows of 
Church were filled with children in those times – the infants, 
juniors and seniors.  The senior lessons were held in “The Dunny” 
with its brightly painted multi-coloured pipes which were 
suspended from the ceiling. Handy to hang some of the craft work 
that was created during lessons! The children looked upon the 
Dunny as their Den and you had to be on your toes to lessen their 
rush to get there once they left the sanctuary. We followed the 
lessons to tie in with the Minister’s sermon in Church and began 
by Lighting the Candle as the children settled down. 

Freda always had some ‘ice breaker’ 
quizzes to encourage the boys and 
girls to interact and get to know one 
another especially at the start of 
year or when someone else joined. 
She also kept a big tin of Roses 
chocolates which were produced at 
times to keep their energy levels up? 
Freda was happier using her skills as 
an English teacher and was not so 
keen on the craft element of the lessons.  So, I was assigned to 
that which I gladly did and we had a good class sharing time. We 
also organised an outing before the summer break – usually 10-
pin bowling.  
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A big event of the year for the Sunday Club was the Nativity 
where the infants, juniors and seniors came together and 
rehearsals and lines were dutifully learned weeks beforehand. 
The main hall was bustling on the morning of the Nativity Service 
with Freda as ‘Director’ and I was wardrobe mistress and props. 
Freda took such pleasure being in the company of children and 
further using her English teaching skills we included some other 
story lines within the Nativity. The True Message at Christmas 
versus Consumerism and in another year the Fable of the Little 
Olive Tree.  But as always, the Congregation was delighted to see 
the infants dressed in their white satin gowns and golden tinsel 
halos, singing ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star’.  Mary, Joseph, baby 
Jesus, shepherds and wise men were always in attendance ~ 
every child could play their part.  Freda and I wanted to revamp 
the Nativity and this included a visit to the closing down sale at 
Anniesland Branch of B&Q where we bought various Christmas 
decorations to use with props and costumes ~ one such item was 
the Big Star you see lighting up the Sanctuary at Christmas even 
now – a favourite of Freda’s. 

Freda loved bringing people together and this included her block 
bookings for the Christmas Panto at the Tron Theatre. Great fun 
was had alike by both children and adults.  In later years, she 
organised for the Pop-In Café group, Christmas Lunches at 
Anniesland College where Catering Trainees put on a beautiful 3 
course lunch with teas/coffees and chocolate tablet to finish the 
meal.  We all rolled down the hill afterwards from the generous 
portions!  On another occasion with the Pop-In group she booked 
lunch in the GWR near the Pond Hotel. 

Yes, Freda thought of others, she was very caring and she felt 
there was a need for the Church members to be able to meet 
again and have companionship as a previous Church group had 
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fallen away.  So, the monthly Pop-In Café was created.  She 
recruited her team of loyal tea/coffee helpers and the donations 
of home bakes came flowing in – large cream filled meringues and 
jam filled sponges.  Soon followed quiz sheets she had drawn up 
and The Raffle with prizes members had donated.  All this activity 
was kept in control with much amusement by Freda standing 
behind the cakes and prizes speaking though a loud hand-held 
hailer - reading out quiz answers and raffle numbers.  Monies 
collected over the year going to charities.  Freda also added 
additional entertainment by having on occasion John McMillan 
along with his faithful fiddle and she even ran a Cake Icing 
Competition, the wining chocolate cake being divided up and 
consumed by the café customers. She also organised for the Pop-
In a Bus Trip to Largs where folk enjoyed the sea front, went 
shopping or again met in a café. 

Freda not only carried out faithfully her duties as an Elder but 
volunteered in many other Church activities ~ among them ~ the 
Bonanza Toy stall, Book Stall, crèche helper, Sunday tea duty, 
door duty at children’s parties and was for years reporting on the 
West End Acts for the Kirk Session Meetings. Recently too, Freda 
took great pleasure in helping elderly Kenneth Morton record his 
memories of Kelvindale which were at first published as Beacon 
articles and later gathered into a booklet which was sold and 
funds given to the Church as he had wished.  She also continued 
her links with the younger generation and was a helper with the 
children’s Summer Club and stood in to cover Sunday Club when 
required on holiday times. Freda was a very active church 
member.  

She was a great organiser and gave of her time and talents 
bringing benefit to others.  She held the post of Minute Secretary 
on the Local Kelvindale Community Council for many years. She 
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was a fluent French speaker and a member of the French Club at 
Strathclyde University and organised several holidays to France 
for its members which was much appreciated. 

Her caring nature extended beyond the church and she 
volunteered for several years with the Maryhill Food Bank where 
she made up food and essential items into packets which were 
distributed in Ruchill and Maryhill.  She was also a volunteer at 
the Lodging House Mission and was part of the Saturday 
afternoon team from our Church that went along and carried out 
various jobs to help those in need.  She also 
donated to and helped at St Gregory’s Church in 
Kelvindale. 

This year Freda continued when able to keep 
contact with everyone by having you round to 
her garden for a visit.  She loved the warmth of 
the sunshine but was advised not to sit directly 
in its rays.  So, to get around this she was 
resplendent in a wide brimmed straw hat and 
would sit below the trees or latterly she had a 
gazebo erected with lounger enabling her to 
keep company and enjoy her garden and her 
visitors. She especially loved when Christopher 
and Alice came with little Henry and Arthur. I 
would await my text or telephone call from her to come round 
when she was well enough. On my last visit to her garden, she 
stated that she really felt that she had been blessed by having so 
many good friends and family.  I feel my life has been enriched as 
having her as a friend as I am sure many others will. “God bless” 
to you Freda. 

Marion Dowling 
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Lodging House Mission News 
 

Some of Glasgow’s most vulnerable communities have been getting 
boosted at the Lodging House Mission in the city centre. Advanced 
Nurse Practitioners have been providing jags from the charity’s 
premises in the city centre, where they provide care and support to 
homeless, vulnerable and socially excluded people. 
 

Glasgow City’s Health and 
Social Care Partnership’s 
Complex Needs Service - 
previously known as Homeless 
Health Service - support 
around 450 people at any one 
time. The people they see 
often have addiction issues, 
mental health issues and often 
really poor physical health. At 
the first clinic l36 jags were 
administered – and the team 
hope more people will attend 
the clinic as more people hear 
about the weekly clinic. The 
team has already visited 
around 50 locations across the 

city where homeless people are located, putting more than 900 jags 
into arms.  
 

Kirsty Paterson, the senior advanced nurse practitioner who co-
ordinates and delivers the vaccine programme, said: “We’re very 
pleased to be able to do this work and to help some of Glasgow’s 
most vulnerable communities to get their vaccines and boosters. 
Once word spread that we were here at the Lodging House we were 
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surprised, but really pleased to see a queue outside the door. The 
response has been fantastic.” 
 
Lisa Ross, Service Manager at the service, said: “Some of the people 
we work with have very complex health and care needs. A severe 
COVID infection could be fatal. We’re grateful to the Lodging House 
Mission for their help in the vaccination efforts and we’ll continue to 
do everything we can in the fight against this virus.” 
 
June Macleod, Manager at the Lodging House Mission said: “We’re 
delighted to have the vaccination clinic on site. A lot of our guys have 
underlying health issues and don’t engage and don’t often keep 
appointments, so bringing the vaccinations to them is a big help. The 
team have been fantastic and we’re really excited to see who might 
come to the next clinic, we know there’s been a real buzz as words 
spreads. It’s been great working alongside our colleagues from the 
health board in the fight against COVID helping to keep vulnerable 
people and our communities safe.” 

 
 

Pop-in Cafe 
The team regret that, after careful consideration, we have 

decided against having our February Pop-in Cafe. 
  

Our prime concern is keeping everyone safe and with 
numbers of Omicron still high it did 

not seem wise to go ahead. 
 Who knows when, but:  

We will be back!  
  

Look out for announcements  
St John’s Renfield Church 
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St John’s Renfield Church 
Worship Group Service, 2nd January 2022 

The service on Sunday 2nd January was led by the worship team. 
Subsequently, the minister suggested that the Reflections from the 

service appear in the February Beacon.  the Worship Team focussed on 
the theme of 'light out of darkness'. This seemed the members to 
encompass not just light, but hope, promise and looking forward. 

 
 

‘The Light of the World’ 
By William Holman Hunt (1827-1910) 

 
In Chapter 8 v12 of John’s Gospel, Jesus, 
speaking in the Temple, says: ‘I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness but will have 
the light of life.’ 
 
‘The Light of the World’ is the title of 
William Holman Hunt’s painting of the 
risen Christ, which will be familiar to 
many of you.  
 
Holman Hunt was the co-founder of the 
group of English artists known as the 
Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, who were 
active in the mid-19th Century. The Pre-
Raphaelites rejected classical academic 
training and wanted to emulate the 
brighter colours of the Italian artists, 
who preceded Raphael. They were also 
interested in painting directly from 
Nature. 
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Hunt painted three versions of the picture: smaller versions which are 
in Keble College, Oxford and the Manchester Art Gallery – from which 
the print of the accompanying illustration is taken – and a life-sized 
version in St Paul’s Cathedral. 
In his picture, Hunt explores the idea of Christ coming into the world as 
the light, using a variety of symbols. All the elements of light focus on 
Christ. The lantern is not just a source of light but represents Christ as 
the source of spiritual illumination. The scene is deliberately set in a 
time of darkness to accentuate the need for light. Although the dawn 
may be breaking, there are still some stars in the sky and there are 
even glow-worms lighting up the ground. The painting is in the shape 
of a doorway and shows another door – overgrown with ivy and other 
plants and only able to be opened from the inside.  Christ’s crown is 
interlaced with the crown of thorns – which is beginning to sprout 
leaves. 
 
It was perhaps unsurprising that critics of the day should find the 
depiction of Christ in a silken robe, crown and bejewelled cloak to be 
somewhat disconcerting – and in sharp contrast to the Biblical Christ. 
His viewers may also have been rather mystified by the meaning of the 
work.  
 
But there is no doubt about Hunt’s sincerity in creating the picture. 
Writing to a friend, he mentioned that it was while painting the first 
version of the picture that he converted to Christianity. The large 
version of the painting went on a tour of Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and South Africa between 1905 and 1907 and attracted large 
crowds. Maybe the painting’s spiritual power evangelised some on the 
way. 
 
The picture bears the following inscription from the Book of Revelation 
Chapter 3 v20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me.’ 
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The closed, overgrown door represents the shut mind and only if we 
open it from the inside, will the light of Christ be able to flood into our 
lives. 
 
May we open all the doors of our lives to God’s invitation. 

Pat McGill 

 
Longing for Light 

 

I remember the dark days, and even darker nights of long ago, 
experiencing hardship and constraints during the 2nd world war. All 
street lights were turned off; at night windows were covered by 
blackout blinds and curtains. Nowadays we talk about dark skies where 
people travel long distances to find 
places, like Eskdale Muir in 
Dumfriesshire or the Isle of Coll, 
where the night sky is 
uncontaminated by the light 
pollution generated by modern 
civilisation; but back in the wartime 
1940s all the skies were dark and 
when you looked above you on clear frosty winter nights you could see 
the Milky Way and a myriad of twinkling stars, and here and there, 
planets with their steady glow. It reminds me of Psalm 8, a sort of 
panegyric to God’s glory reflected in his creation of the universe. 
          “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
          The moon and the stars that you have established: 
          What is man that you are mindful of him, 
          Mortals that you care for them. 
          Yet you have made them a little lower than the angels, 
          And crowned them with glory and honour. 
  
          You have given them dominion over the work of your hands; 
          You have put all things under their feet.” 
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What a responsibility we have had thrust upon us, and how little the 
human race has lived up to its high calling. We are blessed with the 
power of reasoning and the ability to apply our ingenuity to exploit 
God’s creation. We are endowed with powers of imagination that lead 
us to seek for security and sensual gratification. This can be expressed 
in many ways, such as the appreciation of the aesthetic through the 
development of art and music or the adrenalin rush of bungee jumping. 
  
Think about the ways in which we have used our intellectual powers. 
Two thousand years and more, before the birth of our Saviour, we 
were already living in cities, tilling the soil, had discovered how to 
refine metals from ores and use the metal to make sophisticated tools 
including weapons for hunting and warfare. 
  
The rate of technological advances during the lifetimes of recent 
generations has accelerated in ways little imagined a few hundred 
years ago. It has taken until the 20th century for us to consider that 
there might be limits to the Earth’s resources; that our exploitation of 
the very environment which sustains life could be at risk. 
Environmental pollution occurs on land and spectacularly throughout 
the farthest reaches of the oceans; just one example of the 
phenomenon of unintended consequences arising out of the 
development of new technology. 
  
In November we had the COP26 meeting in 
Glasgow. The first such conference took place 
in 1995, but it has taken us well into the new 
millennium for the major environmental 
consequences of unfettered exploitation of 
the Earth’s natural resources to become an 
issue for the rulers of the Earth’s nations. 
Massive conflicts of interest exist between 
those who reap short term benefit from such exploitation and, 
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ultimately, everyone else.  Think of the indigenous peoples of the 
Amazon under mortal threat from illegal and often governmentally 
sanctioned destruction of the tropical rain forest, or the inhabitants of 
islands in the south-west Pacific Ocean who are having to relocate their 
villages to higher ground because of the global rise of sea level. 
  
It is the rising generations who are liable to experience the worst 
consequences of global warming; they can see this. Children of school 
age are increasingly aware of the issues and are actively responding. 
Just think of the thousands of young people who joined the march and 
demonstration at the time of the COP26.  It reminds me again of Psalm 
8: 
           “Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a 
bulwark.” 
  
As we enter a new year it is unsurprising that many of us feel 
apprehensive about the future, when economic problems are 
compounded by the scourge of the pandemic, and the looming threat 
of armed conflict between nations, but take heart. The same God given 
ingenuity that allows us to exploit the environment can provide us with 
greener ways of generating energy and are showing us how to bring 
pandemics under control. Conflicts between nations represent the 
failure of international diplomacy but remember, we can vote for the 
politicians who appoint the diplomats.  The prophet Jeremiah, often 
associated with gloom and doom, was still able to look forward to a 
time when mourning would be turned to joy, and sorrow replaced by 
gladness. He was talking to the children of Israel, in exile in a foreign 
land, but we have a gift from God, infinitely stronger, whose birth we 
have been celebrating at Christmas. Jeremiah was talking to a 
generation; Christ’s message is for all time. 
  

Jim Macdonald 
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   The Boys’ Brigade 

5th Glasgow Company 
http://5glasgow.boys-brigade.org.uk 
5thglasgow@boys-brigade.org.uk 

 
COMPANY SECTION NEWS 

Looking back at December, the Company Section enjoyed some lively 
events, with a spot of baking - Christmas Crinkle Cookies to be precise - 
and a night of 10-pin bowling at Hollywood Bowl along with our Anchor 
Boys & Junior Section. It was great to have a Company night out, the 
first for two years since our Christmas 2019 trip to Clip & Climb at the 
Kelvin Hall! 
 

Looking forward, we have a busy schedule over the coming weeks with 
some trampolining, our First Aid classes, and some new classwork 
topics such as What Autism Brings To The World, Winter Olympics, and 
Calories & Exercise. There might be the odd spot of eating thrown in 
for good measure! 
 

Our three most Senior boys continue to work on their Queen's Badge 
elements, and our three President's Badge candidates - Pte Alexander 
Bell, Pte Cameron Gregor, & Pte Christopher Watt - completed their 
Building Your Skills course in early January, which will enable them to 
obtain their President's Badge at the end of this session. 
 

We have more positive news in that we have our weekend camp 
booked for June. We're keeping our fingers crossed for that! 
 

Please continue to keep up to date with our weekly activities on our 
social media feeds and please don't forget to 'like', 'share', and 
'retweet' our posts if possible! 
 

Finally please remember, if you know of any boys from P7 upwards 
who would like to join us then please don't hesitate to get in touch. 
They will be made most welcome. 

STEDFAST   
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SUNDAY CLUB NEWS 

  Hi everyone! We may not have been 
seeing everyone as normal in the past 
wee while but rest assured, we have 
been meeting online! The new covid 

variant meant that we couldn’t have our 
usual Christmas party in December but 
fun was had on Zoom with games and 

quizzes. The children had small gifts delivered to them so 
that we did actually manage to see them face to face – if 

only for a brief moment!  

 

We are still meeting on Zoom now that the new term has 

started and will do so for the next wee while. It is lovely to 

see the children and we are still able to deliver the lesson as 

well as have some fun online, including magic tricks!  

The day is moving ever closer that we will be able to meet 

back in the Brotherton and hopefully we will be able to 

report that this is the case in the next Beacon issue. If you 

know of any children at primary school that would like to 

come, then please let us know.  

 

There will be no Sunday Club at half term 

(February 13th) – hope everyone has a fun half-

term break – especially as it falls on Valentine’s Day!  

Sunday Club Team      
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Wellington Church is embarking on a monthly lunchtime concert series - 
last Saturday of each month - featuring mainly Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland Masters students, and others further on in their careers. Whilst 
there are among us those who are cautious about attending events, 
there are others who are very keen to get back to attending concerts. 
With the size of the Wellington sanctuary, and the projected audience 
numbers (40-50), there is plenty scope for distancing, should people wish 
to do so. 
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LIFE AND WORK 
FEBRUARY 2022 

New Life from Old Stones 
Jackie Macadam considers the options for unneeded church buildings, 
and shows have some have found a new purpose 

The Journey of Living by Faith 
The faith journey of bouncer-turned-pastor Dez Johnston, new President 
of the Boys’ Brigade in the UK and ROI. 

The Five Marks of Mission: Sharing the Good News 
Thomas Baldwin considers the first of the Five Marks of Mission 

Faith in Action 
Official monthly update from the Faith Action Programme 

Science ‘Doesn’t Diminish My Faith’ 
The Moderator highlights how science and faith can work together 

‘Friends for Life’ 
In this month’s youth column, Natasha Scotland looks back on a pre-
pandemic visit to Zambia with the Church of Scotland Guild 

A Highland Mission Church 
John R Hume considers the history of a small, but fascinating church on 
the Isle of North Uist 
Plus 
News, letters, readers’ pictures, crosswords and registers 
 
Online 
Visit www.lifeandwork.org for news and exclusive features. 
 
Buy or subscribe, in print or digital, at www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe, 

or speak to your church’s Life and Work promoter. 

 
 

https://www.lifeandwork.org/
http://www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe
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POEM 
 

JOLLY RANCHERS / VEGETARIAN YET? 
 

Ten green sausages 
Frying in the pan, 

Ten green sausages 
frying in the pan, 

If one vegi sausage 
should suddenly go BANG, 

There will be nine green sausages 
Frying in the pan. 

 
Billy’s auntie wagged her finger; 

Eat your sausages green Billy Connelly, 
We are going vegetarian now. 

Have them on your plate 
With broccoli little trees, no 

Greasy Chips. Maybe macaroni. 
 

If we don’t go green, 
The world will go BANG 
Into tiny smithereens, 

With no sausages left to fry in the pan. 
No sausages left to fry in the pan, 
No smelly wellies fur yer big feet. 

Find them on the main street, the green wans. 
 

Vegi sausages dont suit, how no? 
Then hide them in yer wellies, 

Throw ‘em oot the window 
with a hearty laugh later. 
No one will ever know, 
Needs must.  Big Yin. 

 
  Jane Finnie 
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Remembering Christmas 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



27 

WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH 
FEBRUARY 2022 

Sunday 6th  Morning Worship – 11 a.m. 
Sunday Club via Zoom 

Sunday 13th  Morning Worship – 11 a.m. 

No Youth Group or Sunday Club on this 
date 

Sunday 20th  Morning Worship – 11 a.m. 

Sunday 27th  Morning Worship – 11 a.m. 

 
Please note:  Events are subject to change following any new 

Covid guidance. 
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OFFICE BEARERS 

 

Minister 

Rev. Dr. D. Stewart Gillan 
 

Session Clerk 

Bob Bradnock 

 

Assistant Session 

Clerk 

Susan Finnigan 

 

Editor of Beacon 

Alan Christie 

 

Material for the March 2022 Beacon is required by  

Friday 18th February 2022 midnight 

 

The Church Office is appointment only due to current restrictions.  

Office Hours:  Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 

Tel: 334 0782 

Email: office@sjrchurch.com 

www.sjrchurch.com 

 

Follow us on social media 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registered as a charity in Scotland Registration No.SC012920 

mailto:office@sjrchurch.com
http://www.sjrchurch.com/

